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Philadelphia Operation Town Watch came
into existence July 1, 1996, under the
leadership of Anthony Murphy of the Office
of the Managing Director. He and two staff
persons began the process of training and
certifying the 300 plus existing town watch
groups in the City

of Philadelphia.

Philadelphia Operation Town Watch
developed a standardized and certified
training program for its member organizations
to insure their preparedness to address crime
prevention and monitor citizen patrols.

The recruiting and training of Town Watch
groups is combined with empowerment efforts
and support to create what is called Town
Watch Integrated Services (TWIS). As of
2007, Town Watch membership has grown

to 732 certified member organizations with
over 23,420 trained participants

Town Watch has Community Support
Specialists to address the various needs of
the groups and the community at large. Town
Watch organizations take on many forms:
patrolling, block watch, in-house town watch,
etc. The service is unigue to each community.

Town Watch'’s role has broadened to address
issues related to violence intervention and
prevention. The need to engage citizens

on the streets of their neighborhood is the
most basic level of involvement. Enhanced
participation is critical in helping people
address their quality-of-life issues.
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a strategy to address the issue most
prevalent in their communities. Our role
is to help people prioritize and implement
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